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WELCOME TO WINDHAM’S CONSERVATION LANDS AND
TRAILS...Enjoy nature, its plants, birds, and animals - walk, ski, bicycle, and
horseback ride. Please be considerate. Public lands are in the public trust. They
are to be shared and cared for by all.

CONSERVATION COMMISSION REGULATIONS:

1. No trespassing dusk to dawn

2. Fires and overnight camping are not allowed without permission of the
Conservation Commission

No alcoholic beverages are allowed

Motorized vehicles are not permitted

Hunting and using firearms are not permitted at Foster’s Pond or Deer Leap
6. Carry out all litter

A complete list of the regulations and bylaws may be obtained through the
Building Department. Breaking regulations is punishable by fines.
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INTRODUCTION

The Windham Conservation Commission is pleased to present the First Edition
of the Windham conservation lands trails guide, “Walking in Windham.” This
guide contains five maps of the town’s most used and popular conservation
lands. Recognizing that Windham’s conservation lands are one of the town’s
most valuable assets, we have published this trail guide to encourage more
townspeople to enjoy the natural beauty of our town.

Windham first established its conservation commission in 1968. Conservation
lands have been acquired by gifts and donations, land transfers, and out-right
purchases, one land being acquired through a matching funds program with the
State of New Hampshire Land Conservation Investment Plan (LCIP). Most
recently at the town meeting of March 1998, and with many thanks to the
Southeast Lands Committee, we redesignated the Bayberry town land as a
Conservation Area. Windham currently has 530+/- acres in conservation, only 2
percent of the land in town.

While Windham may still appear to be a rural oasis, there is much pressure for
growth and development in our town. Echoing the town sentiment from the 1985
Master Plan, the 1998 Master Plan survey results indicate that townspeople are
in favor of conservation and consider it a priority. The conservation commission
looks forward to our first year with the NH-mandated current use tax being
completely used for its original intention of conserving land as a balance to
development. In addition to acting as steward for the town conservation areas,
we promote the importance of preserving wildlife habitats; corridors of green
space for plants, animals, and trees; and protecting wetlands (important for flood
control), as well as surface water and ground water quality. The commission is
also working with neighboring towns in establishing a regional land trust.

Preserving open space stabilizes the tax rate and increases property values over
time. Green open space is desirable to homebuyers and is part of what makes
Windham a great place to live. Furthermore, it has been shown through several
studies for nearby southern NH towns that keeping open space makes dollars and
sense economically. At a certain point, the influx of tax dollars from
development cannot balance the fees for increased town services.

All the conservation lands and trails in Windham are shown on the maps in this
booklet. For each conservation land with trails, an individual map and

description are included. Parking areas, where available, are marked with a P.

At the present time the trails are maintained by the Conservation Commission
and through individual Eagle Scout projects. If you are interested in helping to
maintain trails in the conservation lands or getting involved in another way,
please contact the Conservation Commission. We will be happy to hear from
you.



GAGE CONSERVATION LANDS

F3

135 2Cres + -6

o Gasc, Land S

L

= Sfonr uzils
W s webleads

=

-

Not €o Scale

<




The Gage Conservation Lands, also known as the Central Town Lands, were
designated as conservation land in 1978 by the townspeople at the Windham
Town Meeting. Historically, these 135 acres were first settled in the 1600s by
Scotch-Irish settlers who used the land for sheep farming. At that time, the land
was kept as meadows for sheep grazing. Some unique stone structures built by
these farmers remain standing today, including a 17th-century cellar hole from a
one-story farmhouse and high-walled sheep pens on the hilltop. These features
can be seen when walking the Gage Lands.

Eventually, the sheep fields reverted back to a forested area following the
westward movement by New England farmers (approximately 1810) or the
Industrial Revolution (early 1900s), which brought local farmers to the cities and
the mills. The Hurricane of 1938 destroyed many trees in New England, the
remains of several large, broken trees can still be seen on the hilltop in the Gage
Lands.

A team of University of New Hampshire students designed the trail system for
the Gage Lands in 1997. The proposed trails are marked with blue or red
flagging tape. The trail was placed near stone walls for aesthetic qualities and
away from vernal pools to minimize disturbance. The trails do pass near
wetlands, however, and provide an open area to view birds as well as spectacular
views in the autumn. Trail blazing and clearing will be performed by Boy
Scouts from Windham for their Eagle Scout projects.

When walking the easy to moderate trails in the Gage Lands, you will find an
abundance of oak trees, mixed deciduous trees, and a white pine understory.

The Gage Lands are the perfect habitat for local wildlife, especially deer because
of the abundant food supply. Many vernal pools exist in the area, filling each
spring to provide an excellent habitat for amphibians as well as a water source
for wildlife.

Gage Lands can be accessed by walking or parking along Bear Hill Road or
London Bridge Road.
















































